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28 August -- Returned to Ch/D/GG with note: “"Very well done report!" -- JAB

23 August 1907

MEMORANDUM FOR: Assistest Director, Research and Reports
THROUGH: Chief, Geographic Research
SUBJECT: Evaluation of CIA/RR-G-17, Petroleum in Latin Americe

1. A serious gep in our intelligence was recognized during the
1956 Susz-Middle Eagt orisis when mauy elsments of the intelligence
ecmmunity were required to concentrate thelr attention on the availa-
bility of petrolews, not only in the Middle Bast but in sil perta of
the wrli: no single study wes aveilable which drew together infor-
mation on the diverse petroleunm iodustries in the whole area of Latia
Aserica. To help f£111 this gep & study of Latin Americen petrcleunm
was initisted. Although the original intention was to_prepsre a short
peper summerizing the petroleum situetion in that part of the world,
it soon beceme spperent that a more definitive study presenting
pertineat beckground informstiou as well se significant trends would
more adequetely serve lntelligence purposes. Also it appesred obvious
thaet 8 more thorough treatwment of the subject would continue to be
of value long after any momentsry crisis had subsided. The report
therefore was axpsnded to its present asize.

2. ¥his study is unusual, if not unigue, in two respects:

{1} The scope of coverege is not dupliceted ia any other single

publieation. So far as we have been sble to d¢termine, it is the only

detalled study dealing exclusively with the petroleum industry in sll

of Lasté.a Mrim, a part of the world contaianing vest petroleun reserves,
producing ollfields, and s significant portion of the world's

mmmg facilities. (2) The highly specialized techricni terminology

useldl throvghout most of the petroleun litersture has been kept to as

shgolute minimunm,

3. The petroleum iadustry in each of the countries aud colonies
in Latin Aperice 1s considered from verious viewpoints to make the study
sy widsly ugeful as possible. Topice eovered include geographic setting
of the oilfields, status and dsvelopment of the peircleun industry, pro-
duetion, reserves, refineries, markets, and tracsporbtation. As is
indicated Ly the extensive blbliocgrsphy, information from hundreds of
officisl and aepefficial sources wss collated and analyzed in the
preparetion of the study.
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BUBJECT: Eveluation of CIA/RR-G-17, Petroleunm iu latin Americam

b, e cutline for the study vas &is
, cusged with nsmbers of ihe
;ﬁiﬁm gmazh, Naterials Divieicn, Econcmic Area, UBR, dquring the
theix st-jggs of the resesrch. Although other priorities prevented
ir active participation in the project, ihey vere helpful in sug-
gesting sources of information end in clarifying technical texminclogy.

4+ %be report should be of interest to suyo k ther
, Bayone congsrued ei
with petroleum or vith the role thet this lmportant satural m:ome
plays in the economic and politicel development of Latin Ameriea.

25X1A9a
Chief, Gecgraphy Diviaion

Attaehment:
CIA/BR-G-17
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27 August 1997

MEMORANDUM FOR: Aseistant Director, Research and Resports
THROUGH: Chief, Geographic Research

SUBJECT: Evaluation of CIA/RR-G-18, Novays Zemlya

1. This report provides & geogrephicmel eppraisal of Novaya Zemiya,
including the strategic position snd current activities of this western-
moet group of ilslands on the Boviet Arctiec perimeter. It should be of
interegt to those in the intelligence community concerned with current
developuments in and the stretegic potential of the EBoviet Aretic, which

- extends nearly helf way around the world and lles across the Arctic
Basin from Greenland, Canads, and Alssks.

2. This report is the First of & series of geographic analyses
walch will stiempt to cover gystematically all the lsland groups of the
Boviet Arctic.

3. Bince the role of the islends 1s strongly influenced by their
means of communication with the mainland, air and naval activities and
their support facilities are heavily emphasized. The economic activities
of the Russian and indigenous populations are also discussed.

b, Bources of information include intelligence reports and pub-
lished Russian and English books and periodieals which though not
abundant, provided ampie detail.

5. The mspse accompanying this study are now probably the best
English langusge maps of Novays Zemlys.
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